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Kyoka, or "mad verse," a comic variety of tanka
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Kyoka resembles tanka in style and rhythm, but does not adhere to its strict conventions and
claims the right to total freedom of subject matter and diction. It often parodies courtly tanka
and makes extensive use of allusion and puns to deliver its clever statement.
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# by Nori no Suiyu I hear the warbler
Noki chikaku
Fufu to tsuguru
Hitokoe wa
Waga koinaka o

Mita ka uguisu

Sing a song of envy;
He must be watching us,
My lover and me.
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1% by Kino Sadamaru
Kimi wa toko o

Monuke no kurumi

Ware bakari

Chikara otoshi no

Koi no yamagara

Not a sign of you

Do I find

In your bed tonight

Alone and sad,
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I am but a titmouse 1in love.
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Z£% Dby Zeniya no Kanemochi

Ozora ni

Omoiagareru

Hibari sae

Yube wa ochiru

Naraishi zo are

Conceited skylark

Flying high in the sky

Even you

Must come down to earth

When night falls.
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RN ZYTHA 905, “Even you are to

follow the way of the world and come down

toearth” 72 X & L721E 5 WD T,

¥ by Tsuburi no Hikaru
Uzurau no

Madara madara to
Kudokedo mo

Awa no hatsuho no
Ochikanuru kimi
Although the quail

Coos and coos

To be with you,

Like the ears of ripe millet

You do not so easily fall.
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AL by Shino no Tamaoke
Na ni tachite

Koi ni ya kuchin

Kitsutsuki no
Tsukikudakaruru

Hito no kuchibahshi

True to his name,
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The woodpecker

Pecks and pecks away,
Never stopping to listen
To what people are saying.

8.\ by Akera Kanko
Shinobu no ni

Irazaru kuchi no
Mamemawashi

Tsui saezurite

Na ya morasuran
Going to meet

His secret love,

The grosbeak

Lets out a warble

And gives her name away.
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#E4E by Man Tokusai
Atta yo ni

Mune no odori wa
Naorite mo

Ima ni hitome no i
Sekirei wa ushi

My heart

Was soothed

When we met at night;
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But now, I must suffer
What people may say.
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Il by Miyanaka no Tsukimaro
Yamadori no
Horo horo namida
Sekiwabinu
Iku yo kagami no
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Kage mo miseneba
The copper pheasant
Cries and cries
And sheds tears to no end;
For too many nights
You have stayed away.
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%t Dby Kiri no Ichiha
Au toki wa

Ken mo hororo na
Henji shite
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Iiden koto no <
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Hane mo subomeri i
Your words j
Are like swords :

When we meet;
Even my open wings

s &

Soon shrivel to nothing.
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“Your words are like swords when we meet”
£ U 1% “Although we meet, there’s no
getting near your replies”7¢ & & L721% 9 2
LSS THD, (BE 2L HRIT
AT, W< BRv X 1T “Lately
my father’s in such a bad mood that there’s
no getting near him” & 72 %)

# by Sakatsuki no Komehito
Tsubame ni mo
M1 o kaetemashi
Shitahimo o
Togiwa ni nagaku
Nen to omoeba g
-
.
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I came dressed

Like a swallow; % i
But now, I untie my sash §
Looking forward to ;;é i
The long night ahead. RN
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ZZT% “I came dressed like a swallow”
¥z, 71 wish I were a swallow” &35
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HH by Tawara no Funetsumi
Kuzetsu shite
Oshiidasareshi
Mitsubuton
Tsuraki mejiro no
Tori wa monokawa
Pushed out
Of his honey-filled nest
Following a fight,
The white-eyed bird
Seems not to mind at all.
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WE by Kago no Kikumarum
Hito no te ni =
Kuwawareyo tote
Chigirashi na
Tatoe enaga no

E ni tsukiru tomo
Come

And let yourself
Be mine;

For us the nights
Will be as long as the tit’s tail.

B by Senkyaku Manrai
Ne mo yarade

Gosho daiji ni

Matsu yowa no

Sabishisa masaru
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Shigi no kangin

In the night

Unable to sleep

Waiting for a lover,

Loneliness snips away at

The snipe’s empty heart.
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D”snips” & 7snipe’s’ DOERIZIEH L7z,

#EE (A% & X)) by Karagoromo no Kisshu

Taiho no

Takaki kokoro no

Kimi yue ni

Uki misosazai

Yori mo tsukarezu

Since your heart

Is as lofty as the great
Mythical bird Taiho, '
How can this wretched wren
Ever hope to fly so high.

$HH by Ashibeta no Tsurumaru
Irofukumu

Kimi ga ekubo no
Hojiro ni

Sashiyoru koi no
Torimochi mo ga na
Your dimples

Like the bunting

So full of charm;
Beware the stealthy
Birdlime of love. -

Mo s ) IFRMEICEIP NI RE, TS LEHFD
BOKBLHLLR72 X TANEBEZERLEHHLN
bR WO e, - T, “Beware the
stealthy birdlime of love” W o mGHE LD
¥ “I wish there were the stealthy birdlime of
love” 28 X024 9 I,

% by Yadoya no Meshimori
Kakego no

Choji no kuchi wa
Tozure domo
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Makasenu kesa no
Niwatori no shita
The mouth of a
Perfume bottle
Can be capped,
But the cock of the morn
Crows without ceasing.
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& (9 %) by Sasanoha no Suzunari
Uso to yobu _ :
Tori sae yoru wa [ =
Neru mono o j o dids
Tomarigi no naki
Kimi no soragoto
Even uso

The bullfinch
Sleeps in the night;

But your lies

Give me no perch to rest.
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A (HHTKL)
Tori to tomo ni
Nakitsu waraitsu
Kudoku mi o
Sorezo to kikanu
Kimi ga mimizuku

by Ichi no Nakazumi
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I laugh

And cry i
At the same time, =

Since you ignore me b

Like an earless owl in the tree.
#ER “I laugh and cry at the same time” @
KIZ1E“to be with you” Zfifi-» TH 5,

¥ Dby Shikatsube no Magao
Ote nochi
Ukina o fururu
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Karasu yori
Tada kuchisaki no
Herasagi zo uki
More than the chatty
Black crow that kisses
And tells,
I dislike the white egret
Who is mostly beak.
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¥ by Torai Sammi
Tori no na no

Ukina kakotan
Kawanami ni
Hatsuto hanashi no
Tane to narinaba

In the river
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The cormorant swims
Washed by waves:
Soon he too

Will be drowned in rumors.

B95 by Fumoto Tomichi
Komadori no

Na nomi komanaru
Omoi ka na

Koi no omoni o

Yaruse naki mi

My heart

Like the robin

Is joyful in name only;
I can hardly go on
Burdened so with love.
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/M+4% by Takara no Atsumaru
Shiju kara to
Kimi ni miete ya
Itadaki no

Iro ni wa chotto

Tsuraki gohennji
Seeing my feathers,
You think of me
Only as an old great tit;
Your cruel reply
Is a little hard for me to take.
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J& by Sono no Kocho

Hato no tsue

Tsukumade iro wa
Kawarajina P s
Tagai ni toshi no '
Mame wa ku tomo
Colors of the dove

Do not fade with age;
We too will not change
No matter the number
Of New Year’s beans we eat.

T LoE ] #EFRITBIEAICERDE, &
LTWaD2, RIVESDOEVLEDRTHIC
5, EE 2D L, “No matter the number
of beans we eat on the last day of winter”
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% Dby Aya no Orinushi

Sadamenaki I
Kimi ga kokoro no £
Murasuzume Lo
Tsui ni ukina no [
Hatto tatsuran 5

Your wandering heart

Is like the restless

Village sparrow;

Before long,

Rumors begin to fly.

e b330 ZHRTIL “village sparrow”
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5 by Negotoken Birin

Fukuro no

Me wa mochinagara

Ikanareba

Yoru wa kuredomo

Hiru mienu kimi

You must have

The eyes of an owl;

How is it that

You come at night

But never during the day.
MRZFF> TR L, RATRIZKRZRZWVOD
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owl” @ & Z A%, You have your own eyes,

owl” L TH LTI BV,

BE (L EY) byOyano Urazumi
Kashidori no
Tsutanaki koe ga
Kudokedomo
Nakedomo kimi no
Mimi ni tomenu wa
My pledges

Sung in a voice
Like that of the jay;
Even when I cry

You do not lend an ear.
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#HE (¥ H) by Sandara Hoshi
Kimi to waga
Nochi no yo kakete
Hasu no ha ni
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Iikawasemi no

Hane o naraben

When you and I

Go into the next life,

Let us perch

On lotus leaves

Like kingfishers wing to wing
ZER) & [ER%T) 22 EF<HTTWD,
(ST X TBLnFer@Ebd 2 &,

% Dby Honen no Yukimaru

Tsukebumi no 7
Tsukai mono ni wa J‘
Chi o hashiru N
Koi no yakko mo '
Kamo no torimochi

To a man

Sending a love note,
Even the swift messenger

Seems slow as a duck
Stuck on birdlime.

BE by Mono no Kisai

Hikarabishi

Omoi wa mozu no e )
Kusaguki no

Tsukkake mono ni
Naruzo Kuyashiki

I feel as if

My heart were shrinking,
Hung to dry

On a withered branch

By the many-tongued shrike.
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J& by Akamatsu no
Kinke1

Taka naraba

Ukina no hoka ni
Hatto tatsu

Kotori mo ono ga

E ni shinarubeki

If T were
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A hawk,
I would make a meal
Of the little birds
Spreading rumors.
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“mad verse”
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alligator
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