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Rakugo—Sit—down Comedy
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Rakugo can be best described as Japanese
sit-down comedy or comic storytelling. Just as
there is stand-up comedy in the west. Perform-
ers sit on a small mattress in front of an audi-
ence and act out stories with a comic style and
structure. A performer plays the part of several
characters in a single sketch. In Rakugo, only
the conversations between characters appear in
the story. Therefore, the performer must be able
to play the role of each distinct character.
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A clever man went to a shop who sells a small
pot for $3.50 and a large pot for twice as much.

The clever man cut the price down to $3.00
and brought the small pot.

After a while, he came back and said he
wants the bigger pot.

He asked the store manager,

“The large pot costs twice as much, doesn’t
it?”

“Yes,... you are good at shopping. OK, its
$6.00 for you.”

“Now, how much would you take this small
pot back for?”

“Well, you just bought it a minute ago, I'll
take it back for $3.00”

“Good, and you still have $3.00 I gave you a
minute ago?”

“Yes, it 1is still here, I have $3.00”

“Then I give you the pot which is $3.00, so the
total 1s $6.00”

“Ah, yes, sure it 1s.”

“Good, then I'll take this large pot.”

“Thank you very much!”
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came home and found his wife in bed with his
very best friend. “Hey, what do you think you’re
doing ?” “See,” the wife said to the man beside

her, “I told you he was stupid.”

PHOTOGENIG JOKES

HEThe Sad Crab of South Africa

This photograph shows a sad-looking crab
found on a South African beach. It was sub-
mitted by Michael Power, Department of Pedi-
atrics & Child Health, Red Cross Memorial
Children’s Hospital, Rondebosch, South Africa.

B Happy Yeast
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We announce the discovery of a new strain
of a “happy” yeast.... This supports our theory
that biology is the happiest science.

(The Best of Annals of Improbable Researches, Edited
by Marc Abrahams, Published by W.H. Freeman and
Company, New York, 1998)
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LET’ S LAUGH WITH JAMES THURBER

+ If you don’t pay no mind to diseases, they will
go away.

+ Early to rise and early to bed makes a male
healthy and wealthy and dead.

- It 1s better to be loafed and lost than never to
have loafed at all.

+ She developed a persistent troubled frown
which gave her the impression of someone
who is trying to repair a watch with his

gloves on.
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