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Advanced life support technology now allows us to maintain the heart and lung’s
functionality in patients who no longer have any brain function. This ability has created legal,
moral and religious conundrums. Until a generation ago, these problems were solely a
domain of a few ethicists who entertained them as theoretical exercises.

However, now most states have laws concerning brain death. The American Medical
Association, the American Bar Association, the American Neurological Association, etc. came
together and formed a Special Task Force and have endorsed the following as a definition of
death: Irreversible cessation of all function of the entire brain, including the brainstem.

If the definition of death as expressed by the AMA et al. has validity, it should be possible
to compare this recent criteria against the widely accepted and time-tested “doornail”
standard. We did just that.

We subjected a large doornail that was forged in 1986 to thorough examination, prolonged
close observation, and an electroencephalogram (EEG).

Our Findings

The doornail was repeatedly examined and closely observed over a 24 hour period.

1. The nail did not exhibit any vocalizations of volitional activity.

2. The nail evidenced no spontaneous eye movements; neither could respiratory movements
be detected.

3. There was no evidence of postural activity (decerebrate or decorticate).

4. The nail made no spontaneous or induced movements whatever.

Conclusion
Thus, the nail met the “physical examination” criteria of death.

(by Mike Dubik, M.D. and Brian Wood, M.D.)
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My answer: A doornail has, had and will
have no brain, no heart, no blood; it 1is

typically and eternally as lifeless as a tomb-

stone. Are you going to challenge this
dogma? Probably you are not, unless you are
insane. So an English idiom goes, ‘someone
is as dead as a doornail when they are
completely and beyond doubt dead.

But two scientists M.D. and A.H. were so
ignorant of the above common sense that
they gilded the lily by thoroughly examining
a large doornail which was forged in 1986.
Yes, they are M.D. (mad doctors) and A.H.
(assholes).

Who is then our Ivanhoe? I think he is
Sagawa-san.

X7 15

EEEOMEANC L0 | IR B0 O R, SED
EBNVEEL TS HIT, ERDIEDGIEENE LT
SIH ST % “as dead as a doornail” @ doornail
DAL THREORERIE RS LEDE A TN DD
PAE D v REME BITHGEEL Td & ZAMRNDR
A2 MEEES DTN,

doornail 7R HIEATNDEDMEFH &, ZHUuT
door-knocker DFHAD DT 1 BITATE &/ N~ —
TN D N BIEA TN DITENRVY &5
IV a—InBLELOREE BHIAEEY LT,

HBEE A RS2 B0 FHATLE,

WE BT

SEORRE L. B, BELA
STONTEZSEIMRETLIz, H
B[ Improbable Research T3 13,
TubERFET L TREDEALHT
BYFELT=,

Improbable research is research that makes

people laugh and then think. Improbable Research
is the name of our organization. We collect (and
sometimes conduct) improbable research. We publish
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a magazine called the Annals of Improbable Research,
and we administer the Ig Nobel Prizes.
http://improbable.com/
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