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Darwin's Nose Almost Cost Him the Voyage on the Beagle

> The Captain of HMS Beagle, Robert FitzRoy, was about to embark on a
survey expedition to South America, but he was afraid of the stress and

loneliness of such a voyage (indeed, they have driven the previous captain of

the ship to commit suicide). So FitzRoy asked his superiors for a well-
educated and scientific gentleman companion to come along as an unpaid naturalist whom he
could treat as an equal. The professors at Cambridge recommended then 22-years old Charles

Darwin for the trip.

Afterwards on becoming very intimate with Fitz-Roy, I (Darwin) heard that I had run a very

narrow risk of being rejected [as the Beagle's naturalist], on account of the shape of my nose!

Source: His Life Told in an Autobiographical Chapter, and in a Selected Series of His
Published Letters, by Charles Darwin — 1902
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