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Bushism
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Bushisms are unconventional statements, phrases,
pronunciations, *malapropisms, as well as semantic or
linguistic errors in the public speaking of president of
the United States George W. Bush. Common
characteristics include malapropisms, the creation of
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**neologisms, ***spoonerisms, stunt words and

ungrammatical subject—verb agreement.
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1 “They misunderestimated me." — Bentonville,
Arkansas; November 6, 2000
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2 “Neither in French nor in English nor in Mexican.”
— Declining to answer reporters' questions at the
Summit of the Americas, Quebec City, April 21, 2001
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3  “Asyesterday's positive report card shows,
childrens do learn when standards are high and results
are measured." — September 2007
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4 “If the terriers and bariffs are torn down, this

economy will grow.”
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5 “We ought to make the pie higher.”— South
Carolina Republican debate, Feb. 15, 2000
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6 “Thank you for being such a fine host for the
OPEC summit.” - to John Howard, PM of Australia
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7 “We spent a lot of time talking about Africa, as we
should. Africa is a nation that suffers from incredible

disease.” — Gothenburg, Sweden, June 14, 2001
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8 "I think war is a dangerous place." — Washington
D.C., October 31, 2000
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9  “Over the long term, the most effective way to

conserve energy is by using energy more efficiently.”
— Radio address, May 12, 2001
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10 “It has come to my attention, that air pollution is
polluting the air!”
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11 “I'm the master of low expectations.” — Aboard Air
Force One, June 4, 2003
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12 “There’s a huge trust. I see it all the time when
people come up to me and say, ‘I don’t want you to let
me down again.” ”— Boston, Oct. 3, 2000
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13 “And there is distrust in Washington. [ am
surprised, frankly, at the amount of distrust that exists
in this town. And I'm sorry it’s the case, and I'll work
hard to try to elevate it.”— speaking on National Public
Radio, Jan. 29, 2007
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14 “You know, sometimes when you study history,
you get stuck in the past.” —WSJ, June 25, 2001
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15 “One of the great things about books is
sometimes there are some fantastic pictures.”— U.S.
News & World Report, Jan. 3, 2000
INSBRTFHEICE-7=DTL LD, Eo &,

16 “For a century and a half now, America and Japan
have formed one of the great and enduring alliances of
modern times.”— Tokyo, Japan, February 18, 2002
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17  “I know what I believe. I will continue to
articulate what I believe and what I believe — I believe
what [ believe is right.” — Rome, July 22, 2001
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18 “The reason I believe in a large tax cut is because
it’s what I believe.” — Washington D.C., December 18,
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19  “I'm also not very analytical. You know [ don’t
spend a lot of time thinking about myself, about why |
do things.” — Aboard Air Force One, June 4, 2003
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20 “George is not an overly introspective person. He
has good instincts, and he goes with them. He doesn’t
need to evaluate and reevaluate a decision. He doesn’t
try to overthink. He likes action.” — Laura Bush
INIFA—FKADEE, ROBCOMZEMITT
WEd, BODREZEAD LAWADNBFEITHT:
STRORE Y %EE>TW AT,

ROA CNDRBERETORE—F
CZFETIRFOERLmWWE D L AFS (accidental
wit) TL 7225, XiC White House Correspondents’
Dinner TOHED A —FZRTAHEL x ),
(412" -)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16ZKO0uRr6Q

(K.

KIFHAFEICIZAHEZ RN H S, LE->TCIDEESR
i O HEE IR =% T

And ladies and gentlemen, this is the vice president of
the United States looking through a peephole, and Dick,

[ hope you’re not doing what it looks like you're doing.
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Mr. Prime Minister and Mrs. Miyazawa, I rarely get to
speak for George Bush. But tonight I know he would
want me to thank you, on behalf of the members of his
administration and the American businessmen who are
here, for a wonderful visit and for a great friendship, in
my part, for a lovely day, and I think for a wonderful
day for all of you.

You know, I can't explain what happened to George
because it never happened before. But I'm beginning to
think it's the Ambassador's fault. [Laughter] He and
George played the Emperor and the Crown Prince in
tennis today, and they were badly beaten. And we
Bushes aren't used to that. [Laughter] So, he felt much
worse than I thought. [Laughter]
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Ladies and gentlemen, I've been attending these
dinners for years and just quietly sitting there. Well I've
got a few things [ want to say for a change. This is going
to be fun because he really doesn’t have a clue about
what I'm going to say next. George always says he’s
delighted to come to these press dinners. Baloney. He’s
usually in bed by now. I'm not kidding. I said to him the
other day, “George, if you really want to end tyranny in
the world, you’re going to have to stay up later.”
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I am married to the president of the United States and
here’s our typical evening. 9:00 Mr. Excitement here is
sound asleep and I'm watching Desperate Housewives
with Lynn Cheney. Ladies and gentlemen, I am a
desperate housewife. I mean if those women on that
show think they’re desperate, they ought to be with
George.
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One night -- One night, after George went to bed,
Lynne Cheney, Condi Rice, Karen Hughes and I went
to Chippendales. I wouldn't even mention it except
Ruth Ginsberg and Sandra Day O'Connor saw us there.
I won't tell you what happened, but Lynne's Secret
Service codename is now "Dollar Bill."
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George and I are complete opposites. I'm quiet, he’s
talkative. I'm introverted, he’s extroverted. I can
pronounce nuclear. The amazing thing, however, is
that George and 1 were just meant to be. I was a
librarian who spent 12 hours a day in the library, yet
somehow [ met George.
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